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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This office action is in response to the amendment filed on June 25, 2007. 
Claims 1 and 4 have been amended. No claims have been canceled. No claims have 
been added. Therefore, claims 1-6 are presented for further examination. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 
25, 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kuroda, U.S. Patent No. 6,804,020 (hereinafter Kuroda), in view of Nishikata et al., 
United States Patent Number 6,747,751 (hereinafter Nishikata). 



5. With respect to claims 1 and 4, Kuroda teaches a cooperative processing 
apparatus [i.e. cooperating device 301, see abstract and figs. 1-3] comprising: 

■ a sending and receiving unit [i.e. to cause cooperating operation with other 
devices connected to the LAN 212 of fig. 2] for sending and receiving 
cooperation information to be used for executing a flow of services on 
document data in a cooperative manner and a processing result of a service 
to and from other cooperative processing apparatus [i.e. external cooperating 
device, col.62-65] [col.6, lns.50-61 and col.7, lns.25-55]; 

■ a service processing unit for performing a prescribed service on the basis of 
the cooperation information [i.e. parameters for cooperation of fig. 5 and fig. 9]; 
and 

■ a control unit [i.e. cooperating means, col. 12, Ins. 51-67] for performing: 

■ a first control of controlling, when receiving cooperation information, 
the service processing unit so that it performs the service on the basis 
of the cooperation information [col.7, Ins. 25-43]; 

■ a second control of sending, to a transmission source apparatus of the 
cooperation information, a processing result indicating whether the 
service processing unit has performed the service normally or 
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abnormally [i.e. determination as to whether or not cooperation is 
possible, S608 and col. 8, Ins. 1-2 and notification of cause of trouble 
upon cooperation such as "OK" or "NG", 902 of fig. 19 and col.11, 
Ins. 46-64], and, if the service processing unit has performed the 
service normally [i.e. when cooperation is possible, col. 8, lns.4-7], 
copying the cooperation information and controlling the sending and 
receiving unit so that it sends one piece of cooperation information to a 
cooperative processing apparatus that is to perform a next service on 
the basis of the cooperation information [i.e. when cooperation is 
possible, a determination is again made as to all-store or sheet-by- 
sheet, step S609, col. 8, lns.4-11]; 
■ a third control of controlling the sending and receiving unit so that if an 
abnormality occurs in the next cooperative processing apparatus after 
the next cooperative processing apparatus receives the cooperation 
information [= when the printer failed to complete proper printing, 
another attempt is made to perform printing, col. 8, Ins. 12-28]. 
However, Kuroda does not explicitly show the sending and receiving unit sends a 

copy of the cooperation information to a substitute cooperative processing apparatus 

capable of performing a substitute service for the next service. 

In an image apparatus, Nishikata discloses the sending and receiving unit sends 

a copy of the cooperation information to a substitute cooperative processing apparatus 

capable of performing a substitute service for the next service [col. 17, II.4-53]. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention was made to modify Kuroda in view of Nishikata by sending and 
receiving unit sends a copy of the cooperation information to a substitute cooperative 
processing apparatus capable of performing a substitute service for the next service 
because the confusion of the copy job in which the abnormality occurs with the other 
copy jobs can be prevented [Nishikata, col. 17, II. 38-40]. It is for this reason that one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been motivated to 
combine Kuroda and Nishikata so that efficiency in the copy job process can be 
remarkably improved [col. 17, II. 52-53]. 

6. With respect to claims 2 and 5, Kuroda further teaches wherein in the third 
control the control unit judges that an abnormality has occurred in the cooperative 
processing apparatus in performing the next service after receiving the cooperation 
information [i.e. after the step cooperation permitted, S608] if a processing result of the 
next service received from the cooperative processing apparatus for performing the next 
service indicates occurrence of an abnormality [i.e. when the printer failed to complete 
proper printing, another attempt is made to perform printing, col. 8, Ins. 12-28] or if no 
processing result of the next service is received in a prescribed period of time from the 
cooperative processing apparatus for performing the next service. 

7. With respect to claims 3 and 6, Kuroda further teaches wherein in the third 
control the control unit suspends the flow and controls [i.e. disconnect] the sending and 
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receiving unit so that it sends a processing result indicating occurrence of an 
abnormality to a cooperative processing apparatus that sent the cooperative information 
first if no processing result of the next service [i.e. when cooperation is impossible, a 
notice to that effect is given, and waiting for disconnection, step S704] or the substitute 
service for the next service is received within a predetermined processing period of time 
or if there exists no cooperative processing apparatus capable of performing a 
substitute service for the next service. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-6 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nghi V. Tran whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4067. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Valencia Wallace can be reached on (571) 272-3440. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Nghi Tran 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2151 
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